
 

 

Discussion Document 

Dualling the A66 

 

The proposed upgrade of the A66 to a dual carriageway between Scotch 
Corner and Penrith has sparked significant debate in North Yorkshire and 
beyond, with strong arguments both for and against the project. 

Pros of the A66 Upgrade: One of the most compelling arguments in favor of 
the upgrade is the potential to save lives. The current stretch of the A66 has 
been notorious for accidents, particularly at problematic junctions like 
Ravensworth, where fatal crashes have occurred. According to local MP Rishi 
Sunak, dualling the road will significantly enhance safety by reducing these 
incidents and easing traffic flow, which has been increasingly congested as 
road use has grown over the years. 

Furthermore, the upgrade is seen as a major boost for the regional economy. 
As Cumbria County Council highlighted, the A66 is a critical route for both 
freight and tourism. Improving this road will provide better access to key ports 
like Hull and international destinations, benefitting local businesses, 
especially those in rural areas like the Yorkshire Dales and the Lake District, 
which rely on tourism (Rishi Sunak) (ITV). 

Cons and Concerns: Despite the perceived benefits, there are concerns 
about the project’s cost and potential disruption. The estimated £1.5 billion 
price tag is substantial, and some critics argue that the money could be better 
spent elsewhere, especially at a time when public finances are stretched. 
Construction will also cause significant disruption to local communities and 
businesses along the route, particularly in terms of delays and rerouting 
traffic. This has raised concerns about whether the economic benefits 
outweigh these short-term problems (ITV). 

https://www.rishisunak.com/news/rishi-welcomes-decision-approve-development-order-a66-upgrade
https://www.itv.com/news/border/2022-12-01/next-stage-for-15-billion-a66-trans-pennine-project
https://www.itv.com/news/border/2022-12-01/next-stage-for-15-billion-a66-trans-pennine-project


Another argument against the upgrade is environmental. As with any major 
infrastructure project, there will be a considerable environmental impact, 
particularly concerning carbon emissions during construction. Additionally, 
some believe that the government should focus on alternative forms of 
transport or smart traffic management to address congestion rather than 
simply expanding the road. 

Conclusion: The A66 upgrade between Scotch Corner and Penrith presents a 
complicated mix of advantages and disadvantages. On the one hand, it 
promises to save lives, improve journey times, and provide a much-needed 
boost to the local economy. On the other hand, its hefty price tag, 
environmental impact, and potential for significant disruption make it a 
contentious issue. Whether this is a vital investment or government waste will 
likely depend on how well the long-term benefits materialize and whether the 
short-term inconveniences can be effectively managed. 
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